
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For this activity, students will analyze and discuss four 

primary documents pertaining to the Equal Rights 

Amendment of 1972.  At the discretion of the instructor it may 

be assigned to students as a group activity, or a more 

extensive individual assignment. An internet connection and 

Adobe Reader will be required for online completion. If 

completing printed lesson, see last page for External Links 

Cited for embedded hyperlink addresses.  

Students will review and familiarize themselves with assigned 

documents by completing corresponding Document Analysis 

Worksheets; additional worksheets are available for 

download from the National Archives1. To record answers in 

digital form, follow these steps: 

1. On the left side of the PDF Taskbar, click Tools  

2. Click on the Fill & Sign icon 

3. Click on desired area of document to record response 

4. Begin typing in field that says “Type Text Here”  

Following completion of Document Analysis Worksheets, 

students will answer corresponding discussion questions, 

with some requiring access to related external online links for 

completion.  To record answers in digital form, follow steps 3 

and 4 listed above.  

Once students have completed the discussion questions, they 

will share their responses with the class, with the instructor 

facilitating further discussion.  

Instructions 

 

Previous Page: Joint Resolution Proposing the Equal Rights Amendment (National Archives Identifier: 7455549) 

Rosalynn Carter Speaks at the National Women’s Conference (National Archives Identifier: 176939) Right: Torch 

Relay from Seneca Falls, NY to Houston, TX (National Archives Identifier: 7452296) 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7455549
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/176939
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7452296


 

 

Background on the ERA 

 

The Social Movement Era of the 1960s presented America with 

multiple opportunities for equality through legislation.  Once of 

these grassroots movements was that of the Women’s 

Movement, which called for political and social reform on 

several women-related issues. The Equal Rights Amendment 

(ERA), originally passed by Congress in 1972 with a deadline for 

ratification by March 1979, gained much support from women 

and men who felt social change could be garnered through 

legislation.  Thirty-five state legislatures approved the 

amendment for ratification, however, 38 was the magic number 

needed.  In 1978 Congress and President Carter extended the 

deadline to June 30, 1982; the remaining three states’ approval 

would not come by that time. 

Since the 1982 deadline has passed, the ERA has continued to 

generate complex constitutional questions and debate.  Four 

states — Nebraska, Tennessee, Idaho, and Kentucky — have 

since voted to rescind ratification. Additionally, South Dakota 

has stated its vote in favor of ratification lapsed following the 

original deadline of March 1979. To further compound legal 

arguments, the states of Nevada, Illinois and Virginia have since 

voted to ratify the amendment, on the grounds that Congress 

never had the power to set a deadline to begin with. Resolution 

to these questions regarding the ERA may be reached by our 

courts through analysis and interpretation of primary sources. 

Or perhaps through ratification of a Constitutional amendment 

to clarify the ratification process itself…only time will tell. 

Right: Woman wearing a “Stop ERA” Badge (National Archives Identifier: 7452309) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7452309


  
Document One 

 

Joint Resolution Proposing the Equal Rights Amendment (National Archives Identifier: 7455549) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7455549


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. After reviewing the proposed Equal Rights Amendment of 1972, do you 

feel its language adequately addresses the issue of gender inequality (e.g. is 

“sex” inclusive of contemporary definitions)?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Building upon your response to the previous question, generate your own 

Equal Rights Amendment proposal, or argument against it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document One Discussion Questions 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document Two 

Letter from Ruth Bader Ginsburg Supporting the Equal Rights Amendment (National Archives Identifier: 26283960) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/26283960


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. How do you interpret Ginsburg’s reference to then-Prime Minister of Sweden Olof 

Palme’s statement that equal rights entail emancipation of the man as much as the 

woman? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Briefly review the Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 19782.  Can a series of individual 

state or federal laws adequately address gender inequality or are they just a 

“desirable supplement” to a Constitutional amendment?

Document Two Discussion Questions 

 

 

https://www.eeoc.gov/statutes/pregnancy-discrimination-act-1978


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 

 

 
 

Document Three 

STOP ERA Letter from Phyllis Schlafly (Collection GRF-0059: White House Central Files Name Files, Ford Administration) 



  
 

 

 

 

 ( 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Review the topic of Women and the Draft3 provided by the Selective Service System.  

Does the absence of a ratified Equal Rights Amendment guarantee the “personal 

liberties” of women will not be “abridged” to require registration for the draft?  Why 

or why not?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Fifth Amendment to the Constitution states no person shall “…be deprived of 

life, liberty, or property, without due process of law”.  Does this clause support or 

deny anyone of any gender the right to refuse registration for Selective Service?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document Three Discussion Questions 

 

 

https://www.sss.gov/register/women/background


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document Four 

Jimmy Carter Signing Extension of Equal Rights Amendment 20 October 1978 (National Archives Identifier: 181981) 

 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/181981


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
1. Carefully review the language of Article V of the United States Constitution4. Does it 

provide Congress the authority to set a deadline for ratification of a proposed 

amendment? Did President Carter have the Constitutional authority to extend the 

deadline? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. After the deadline, three states voted to rescind their vote for ratification. Does  

Article V confirm or deny a state’s right to rescind its ratification of a proposed 

amendment?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document Four Discussion Questions 

 

 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution/article-v.html


 

 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Documents Cited 

1. Joint Resolution of March 22, 1972, 86 STAT 1523, Proposing an Amendment to 

the Constitution of the United States Relative to Equal Rights for Men and 

Women; 3/22/1972; H.J. Res. 208, 27 th Amendment [Proposed 27th 

Amendment]; Enrolled Acts of Resolutions of Congress, 1789 – 2011; General 

Records of the United States Government, Record Group 11; National Archives 

Building, Washington, DC. (National Archives Identifier: 7455549)  

2. Letter from Law Professor Ruth Bader Ginsburg in Support of the Equal Rights 

Amendment; 4/15/1971; Legislative Files of the Committee on the Judiciary for 

the 92nd Congress; Committee Papers, 1813 – 2011; Records of the U.S. House 

of Representatives, Record Group 233; National Archives Building, Washington, 

DC. (National Archives Identifier: 26283960) 

3. STOP ERA Letter from Phyllis Schlafly; 11/18/1974; White House Central Files 

Name Files, 8/1974 – 1/1977; Collection GRF-0059: White House Central Files 

Name Files (Ford Administration); Gerald R. Ford Library, Ann Arbor, MI. 

4. Photograph of Jimmy Carter Signing Extension of Equal Rights Amendment 

(ERA) Ratification; 10/20/1978; Jimmy Carter’s Presidential Photographs, 

1/20/1977-1/20/1981; Collection JC-WHSP: White House Staff Photographer’s 

Collection; Jimmy Carter Library, Atlanta, GA. (National Archives Identifier: 

181981) 

 

Left: STOP ERA Booth at the First National Women’s Conference, 1977 (National Archives Identifier: 24520410 ) Right: Photograph of First Lady Betty Ford Expressing her 

Support for the Equal Rights Amendment in Hollywood, Florida, 2/25/1975 (National Archives Identifier: 5730761) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/24520410
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5730761
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www.eeoc.gov/statutes/pregnancy-discrimination-act-1978. 
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Service System, www.sss.gov/register/women/background.  
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Below: Bella Abzug, Betty Freidan, and Billy Jean King Accompany Torch Relay Runners into Houston, 1977 (National Archives Identifier: 7452293)  

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7452293

